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the third Latin prelate to preside over this church; and
abjuring their error, which had all too long and danger-
ously bound them, they reverted to the unity of the Catholic
church, accepting the Orthodox faith, prepared to embrace
and observe with all reverence the traditions of the Roman
church. Now, this was no small -body of people, but was
said to exceed the number of forty thousand, who, as we
have said before, inhabited the dioceses of Byblos, Botrys,
and Tripolis, on the heights and slopes of Mount Lebanon;
they were mighty men, and strenuous in arms, very useful
to us by reason of the important engagements which they"
very often had with the enemy; hence also their conversion
to the pure faith gave us the greatest joy. Now, the error
of Maro and his followers is and was, as is stated by the
Sixth Synod, . . . that in our Lord Jesus Christ there is
and has been from the beginning but one will and opera-
tion." In this return to Rome, so adds our somewhat
long-winded archbishop, the people were led by the patri-
arch and some bishops.1

This testimony from one who should be an authority
on church matters is almost contemporary with the event
chronicled. William of Tyre began his "History" in 1183,
and the alleged conversion may be dated at about 1182
by comparing the context with the "Life of Saladin,"
by Beha ed Dfn, where contemporary events are dated.
Jacques de Vitry, consecrated Bishop of Acre in 1217,
repeats the story. He, however, testifies in detail to the
addiction of the Maronites to Roman practice in his day,
and states that their patriarch was present at the Lateran
Council of 12 16.3 The union with Rome was further

quotation is from book XXII, cap. viii, of the "History of
William of Tyre," found on pp. 1021 and 1022 of the collection of
Bongars, called "GestaDei per Francos," etc. (Hanover, 1611). The
full title of William's work is: "Incipit Historia B-erum in Partibus
Transmarinis Gestarum a Tempore Successonun Mahumeth, usque ad
Annum Domini MCLXXXIV. Edita a venerabili Willermo Tyrensi,
Archiepiscopo."

2 See his "Historia Hierosolymitana," LXXVII, found in the "Gesta
Dei per Francos," op tiL English translation in vol. XI of the works
of the Palestine Pilgrim's Text Society.